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Davis Flow ractory sales suillding

and Houses

South side Belfast road near Joyce Lane
bate: ca. 1850

liow an apartment house, the Davis rlow Factory 1is a two
and one-half story house made of stone. Although the building
is aszted from ca. 1850-1870, the simplicity and functiaonal
details suggest a much earlier date. OCriginally owned and
operated oy Evan Davis, it is the lest standing structure of
sgricultural industry which flourished in the 19th century.

The two frame two storied houses in Davisville appear
to dete from ca. 1870-1900,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The remzinin_ siructure of th

(1]

Davis Plcw Factory is a two
end one-half storey stone structure clesely orisnted to the rozd

its roadside or west faczie twe full sicreys in heignht, its east

ct
«Q
ct

facede tut one due re rising grade. XNow an apartment house,

(i

it Tfunctioned as a szles buildin_ with & dwelling acove ir the
period of tne Plcw Factcry. It appears to date from ca. 1820-1870,
although its traditional, utterly functional detailing suggests g
much earlier date,

The first storey cof tze west or roadside facazde is four bays
in lengtn, an entrance bein: in the second zay from the north; the
second store:r 1s expressec as three zays, windows bteing spproxi-

mately over the masonry between openings telow. The east faczade

4]

1s expressed as five bays, entrances ovein. in the nortnerly bday

anc 1in the second obay from the south. In depth, the structure is
expressec as iLwWwc bays, a door being in the first storey near the
northwest corner, and in the seccnd near the scuthneast corner, each
sheltered by a small porcn. Twc dormers are in each rocof slope

and two six-lizht sash are in ezch gable ené. windows are 9/9 in
plain, narrovw frames, Mascnry :zbove windiows 1s supcorted by stone
jack arcnes,

The sgabled roof rises above a traditicnzl woolen cornice which

includes an eeriy-19tn century vedmoulding. 2arge boards are

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC DATES

The Davis Plow Factory and its supportive buildings occupied

a site on the south side of Belfast Roacd directly opposite the
William £, Davis farm. 3Both were owned and operated by Evan Davis,
andfather of the present owner. Although the actual foundry and

q

manufactory have disappeared, there are vestiges of the former bustling

-

village of Davisville such as the former sales building, now an apart-
ment nhouse, two tenant houses, probably built for werkmen's families,
and a very old tenant house, once the local school (g.v.).

The 1850 Sidney map of Baltimore County shows the plow factory,
as Gcoes tne 1850 Census of Products of Industry. Besides these, the
earliest written reference to the business was an account in the

American Farmer of December, 1855, that Evan Davis had wen a plowing

match with his Woodcock Plow. In addition tc plcws, Davis manufactured
taresners, cultivatcrs, and other zgricultural equipment. His iledgers
also snow iron work done for the local mills.

At Davis' death in 1887, the factery was inherited by his son,
Thomzs W. Davis, and the farm across the road by ancther son, Joshua
3. Davis. The former carried on the business until abcut 1895, hut
tnen closed 1t dovwn and scrapped the remainin: products of the

orice-thriving factory.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Sidney, J.C. dap of taoe City ana County of 3altimore, Maryland,
(Baltimore, 1850).

Baltimore County Tax Assessments: 1876, 1896,

(See Ccantinuation Sheet #3)
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Davis Plow Factory Sales Bullding
Valleys Historic District

Continuation Sheet #1

Question #7 Continued

against masonry and there is no rake overhang. A single-flue brick
chimney rises flush above the north gable and another rises internally
through the ridge at about the northerly third—poiﬁt.

The interior of this structure has been refinished extensively but
simply as an apartment house. Original ledge doors of vertical beaded
boards remain in use, and the original random-width floors are exposed

in some spaces,
Davisville Houses

Two frame houses, each two storeys in height stand in Davisville,
in addition to the Davis Plow Factory Sales Bullding and the Willilam
K. Davis House.

The scutherly of the two houses, although close to the road, faces
south, not west as it would 1if it faced the road. It 1is two bays in
length and exterior walls are covered with German siding. The gabled
roof rises above a2 simple wooden cornice with bold eave returns and a
single-flue chimney rises from the center of the house. Windows are 6/6
wlth narrow beaded frames, flanked with louvred blinds. The principal
entrance is 1in the westerly bay of the south front and a hipped-rcof
porch, one storey in height, extends across the south front.

The interior of this house was not examined. It appears to date

from ca. 1870-1900.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Davis Plow Factory Sales Bullding
Valleys Hlistorlec District

Continuation Sheet #2

Question #7 Continued

The northerly of the two Davisville houses faces west toward the
road. It i1s three bays in length, 1ts principal entrance centered. A
two storey shed-roofed wing extends from its south end and a one-storey
hipped-roof porch extends across the entire west front, including that
front of the south wing. A single-flue chimney rises externally at the
south end of the main house. Exterior walls are covered with aluminum
slding; otherwise, most exterior details of the two houses are the same.

The interior of this house was not examined; it too appears to

date from ca. 1870-1900.
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Davis Plow Factory Sales Building
Valleys Historic District

Continuation Sheet #3

Question #9 Continued

MeGrain, John W. "Heavy Industry at Davisville". Unpublished
manuscript. Copyright, 1975.

Interview with William E. Davis.

Products of Industry Census: 1850, 1860.
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